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ACCLE 6th Annual Conference: The Place of Clinical Legal Education 

Welcome!  

On behalf of the Association for Canadian Clinical Legal Education and the College of Law at the 
University of Saskatchewan, welcome to ACCLE’s sixth annual conference.     

ACCLE’s Conference Committee has worked hard to bring you an engaging and meaningful 
conference.  You will have the chance to share ideas about clinical legal education and learn about 
innovative ideas and developments from across the country and beyond.      

Our theme for this year’s conference is “the place of clinical legal education”.   We chose the theme of 
place to encourage discussion about how clinics locate themselves within the communities they serve 
and within the access to justice landscape, as well as to urge discussion about the place of clinical legal 
education within the evolving landscape of legal education in Canada.  We hope this conference 
provides new ideas, critical perspectives, and renewed passion for clinical legal education. 

We are delighted that you have joined us in Saskatoon and look forward to meeting you and learning 
with you over the course of the conference. 

Finally, we look forward to seeing you at our 7th annual conference, The Risks and Rewards of Clinic, 
which will be a special joint conference with the International Journal of Clinical Legal Education 
(IJCLE), to be held at the University of Toronto on July 10-12, 2016.  For more information go to: 
www.northumbria.ac.uk/ijcle2016   

 Cordially yours, 

ACCLE 6th National Conference Committee 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

CITY OF SASKATOON 

We warmly welcome you to Saskatoon.  Saskatoon, a city of approximately 260,000, is the largest city 
in Saskatchewan and is located on Treaty 6 Territory.   

Some of our favourite Saskatoon activities include: 

 Walking along the beautiful South Saskatchewan River on the Meewasin Valley trail system, 
which runs along both sides of the river throughout the city.  Favourite spots along the trail 
include the Weir and Train Bridge, River Landing, and the Saskatoon Civic Conservatory. See: 
http://meewasin.com/visitors/trails/ 

 A visit to Wanuskewin Heritage Park, located 10 minutes north of the City.  See 
http://www.wanuskewin.com/ 

 Shopping and enjoying the great restaurants, cafes, and pubs downtown along 2nd Avenue, or 
in the Broadway district on Broadway Avenue.  

 For more information and suggestions see: http://www.tourismsaskatoon.com/visit/ 

TRANSPORTATION 

Saskatoon Transit buses connect the U of S transit terminal (which is just outside of the Place Riel 
Student Centre, a 2-minute walk from the College of Law) with the downtown transit terminal.   See 
https://transit.saskatoon.ca/ for details on our public transit system. 

Taxi companies include:  Comfort Cabs (306) 664-6464; United Cabs (306) 652-2222; Saskatoon Radio 
Cabs (306) 242-1221.  (The College of Law is located at 15 Campus Drive). 

CONFERENCE LOCATION and ROOM ASSIGNMENTS 

This year's conference is located at the College of Law at the University of Saskatchewan at 15 Campus 
Drive, Saskatoon. Plenary sessions and selected concurrent sessions will take place in the MLT Lecture 
Theatre, located on the first floor of the College, in room 150.  Concurrent sessions will also take place 
in Room 74 on the ground floor of the law building.  

WIFI ACCESS 

All conference attendees have access to the University of Saskatchewan Wi-Fi service.  
  
Username: accle2015 
Password: ACCLE2015 

http://meewasin.com/visitors/trails/
http://www.wanuskewin.com/
http://www.tourismsaskatoon.com/visit/
https://transit.saskatoon.ca/
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LOST AND FOUND 

At registration table. 

SPEAKERS’ GIFTS 

ACCLE is presenting each of our presenters with a small Saskatchewan-themed gift as a token of our 
appreciation for their contributions.  In lieu of larger gifts, and in appreciation for the contributions of 
our keynote speakers and all of our presenters, ACCLE will be making a donation to the White Buffalo 
Youth Lodge in Saskatoon, a multipurpose youth centre that plays an important role in our core 
neighbourhoods, and which was the original home of Community Legal Assistance Services for 
Saskatoon Inner City (CLASSIC). 

OUR SPONSORS 

This conference is generously supported by the University of Saskatchewan College of Law and the 
University of Saskatchewan Conference Fund.  We also extend our thanks and appreciation to Carswell 
for sponsoring our lunch on Friday.  Carswell has been a consistent supporter of ACCLE’s conferences 
over the years. 

QUESTIONS? 

If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to Sarah Buhler – she can be reached at 
sarah.buhler@usask.ca or by text at (306) 270 5564. 

 

 

mailto:sarah.buhler@usask.ca
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

ACCLE is delighted to welcome Maria Campbell as our keynote speaker for this conference. 

Maria Campbell is a writer, playwright, and teacher. She 
started her career in 1973 when she published her first 
book, Halfbreed. That book has become a literary classic 
and continues to be one of the most widely taught texts 
in Canadian literature. She has also published six other 
books including Stories of The Road Allowance People.  
Maria Campbell's first professional play, Flight, was the 
first all-Aboriginal theatre production in Canada. Flight 
brought modern dance, storytelling, and drama together 
with traditional Aboriginal practices. She went on to 
write and direct other plays among them Jessica, which  
received the Chalmers Award for Best New Canadian play 
and toured internationally. In 1984, she co-founded a 
film and video production company with her brother and 
daughter. With this company, she produced and directed 
seven documentaries and produced with CTV, Canada’s 
first weekly Aboriginal television series entitled "My 
Partners, My People." 

She has received numerous awards, including the National Aboriginal Achievement Award, the Gabriel 
Dumont Order of Merit, and the Saskatchewan Order of Merit. She has been inducted into the 
Saskatchewan Theatre Hall of Fame and in 2004 she was awarded the Molson Prize by Canada Council 
for the Arts. She was made an Officer of the Order of Canada in 2008.  Maria Campbell is retired from 
the University of Saskatchewan where she taught native studies, creative writing and drama. She is 
currently the Elder in Residence at the Centre for World Indigenous Knowledge and Research, 
Athabasca University and the Cultural Advisor at the College of Law, University of Saskatchewan. She 
holds four honorary doctorate degrees and has served as writer and playwright in residence at 
numerous universities, public libraries, and theatres.   

Maria has worked as a volunteer with women and children in crisis for over forty years and is co-
founder of a halfway house for women in Edmonton.  Maria 's home, until recently, has been a safe 
house for women and youth.  She is currently a visiting Trudeau Fellow at the University of Ottawa. 
The intent of Dr. Campbell’s Trudeau Fellowship is to research archival and secondary source material 
on the roots of violence against Aboriginal women and the triggers that have and continue to escalate 
that violence. 
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PLENARY PANEL SPEAKERS 

ACCLE is delighted to welcome Janet Mosher and Kim Pate as the speakers for our Saturday morning 
plenary session. 

Janet Mosher joined the faculty of Osgoode Hall Law School 
in 2001 after teaching at the Faculties of Law and Social 
Work at the University of Toronto, where she was also the 
Director of the Combined LLB/MSW program. Between 
2001 to 2005 and 2011 to 2013 she was the Academic 
Director of Osgoode’s Intensive Program in Poverty Law at 
Parkdale Community Legal Services. Professor Mosher is 
currently editor-in-chief of Osgoode’s Journal of Law and 
Social Policy and has served as the English language editor 
of the Canadian Journal of Women and the Law. 

 

 

 

 

Kim is the executive director of the Canadian 
Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies (CAEFS), a 
federation of autonomous societies which work with, 
and on behalf of, marginalized, victimized, criminalized 
and institutionalized women and girls throughout 
Canada. A lawyer and teacher by trade, she has 
completed post-graduate studies in the area of forensic 
mental health and has worked extensively with youth 
and men during her 30-year career in and around the 
Canadian Legal and penal systems. 

On June 30, 2014, Ms. Pate was appointed a member of 
the Order of Canada for advocating on behalf of women 
who are marginalized, victimized or incarcerated, and for her research on women in the criminal 
justice system. She has also received honorary doctorates from the University of Ottawa, Carleton 
University, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, St. Thomas University and the Law Society of Upper Canada.  

http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/jlsp
http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/jlsp
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ACCLE’s 6th Annual Conference: The Place of Clinical Legal Education 

Conference Program at a Glance 

DAY ONE:  Friday, October 23, 2015 

8:30 – 9:00 am  Registration and Breakfast 

9:00 – 9:25 am  Welcome and Conference Opening, Room 150 

9:20 – 10:40 am  Keynote Address: The Place of Clinics in Reconciliation 

 Maria Campbell, Author and Playwright, Room 150 

10:45 – 11:00 am  Refreshment Break 

11:00 – 12:30 pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Session A:  Decolonizing Clinical Legal Education, Room 150 

Part One:  Beyond Cultural Competence: the Place of Decolonization in 
Clinics (Sarah Buhler, Chantelle Johnson & Dan LeBlanc) 

Part Two: Decolonizing Legal Education (Patricia Barkaskas & Hayley Waring) 

Session B:  Outside the Box: Expanding Clinical Educational Opportunities, 
Room 74 

Part One: Leveraging Law Schools: Breaking Down Silos to Enhance Access to 
Justice (Doug Ferguson) 

Part Two: Tax Advocacy Project: Clinical Legal Education in Tax? (Jalana 
Lewis, Timothy Fitzsimmons & Ashvin Singh)  

12:30 – 1:45 pm  Lunch & ACCLE Annual General Meeting & Discussion on student appearance 
rights   - Room 150 

1:45 – 3:15 pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Session A:  The place of community lawyering and human rights practice in 
clinics, Room 150 

Part One: "Community" Lawyering and Teaching Clinics (Faisal Bhabha) & 
Defining Community in the Human Rights Clinic (Mandip Grewal) 
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Part Two:  The significance of place for clinical legal education: learning and 
doing poverty law and transnational human rights law in community legal 
clinics (Cynthia Pay & Geraldine Sadoway) 

Session B: Empathy and anti-oppressive practice in the clinic, Room 74 

Part One:  The Law Student Clinical Experience - Learning to Locate (Susan 
Noakes) 

Part Two: Personalizing Legal Problems (Trevor Oleniuk) 

3:15 – 3:30 pm  Refreshment Break 

3:30 – 5:00 pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Session A: Cross-border collaborations: clinical legal education across place 
and cyberspace, Room 150 

Part One: The Internet as a site of Clinical Legal Education: using Online 
Dispute Resolution as a tool for student learning (Dr. Martha E. Simmons) 

Part Two: The Challenges of Implementing a New Clinical Legal Education 
Program:  Critical and Interdisciplinary Perspectives (Ruby Dhand) 

Session B: Family law collaborations and the place of gender-based violence in 
clinics, Room 74 

Part One:  The Place of Gender-Based Violence in the Clinical Setting 
(Susanne M. Litke) 

Part Two: All in the Family: Year 1 of the Toronto SLASS Experience (Richard 
Teicher & Dana Rotenberg) 

Session C:  Student session, Room 64  

6:00-10:00 pm  Conference Reception – Sheraton Cavalier Hotel, 612 Spadina Crescent East 
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DAY TWO:  Saturday, October 24, 2015 

8:30 – 9:00 am  Breakfast 

9:00 – 10:30 am  Concurrent Sessions  

Session A: Strengthening Legal Education, Room 150 

Part One: How to be the World’s Best Law Professor (Warren Binford) 

Part Two:  Friend or Foe? Bridging the “Gap” between the Profession and 
Academy to Strengthen Legal Education (Michelle Christopher & Sarah 
Lugtig) 

Session B: Connecting Clinic to Community: Innovative Experiential Courses, 
Room 74 

Part One: Creating a collaborative policy-making course on access to justice 
(Professor Michaela Keet, Brea Lowenberger & Janelle Anderson) 

Part Two:  Community Led Social Justice in Saskatoon's Inner City (Lorne 
Fagnan & Nordika Dussion) 

10:30 – 10:45 am  Refreshment Break  

10:45 – 12:00 pm  Plenary Panel: Strategizing for the Future of Clinical Legal Education  

Janet Mosher (Associate Professor, Osgoode Hall Law School) & Kim Pate 
(Sallows Chair in Human Rights - University of Saskatchewan College of Law & 
Executive Director - Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies) Room 150 

 12:00- 1:00 pm  Lunch 

1:00 – 2:30 pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Session A: Spotlight on the Place of Criminal Law in clinical legal education, 
Room 150 

Part One:  Brooklyn Law School Community Prosecution Clinic: Can a 
prosecution clinic teach engagement and connection with local 
communities? (Professor Lisa C. Smith) 

Part Two: The Intensive Criminal Law Term (Justice Anand & Glen Luther) 
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Session B: Impacts beyond the clinic? The influence of clinical legal education 
on the profession and on professional identity formation, Room 74 

Part One:  Tales from the Other Side: Young Lawyers on the Transition from 
Clinical Legal Education to the Private Bar (Kelsey O’Brien, Samantha 
MacKinnon & Amelia Lowe-Muller) 

Part Two: Clinical Legal Education and Professional Identity Formation: 
Reflections from an Empirical Study (Sarah Buhler) 

2:30 – 2:45 pm  Refreshment Break 

2:45 – 4:15 pm  Final conference session 

Session A/B: The Place of Systemic Advocacy and Community Lawyering circa 
2015, Room 150 

Part One:  What is the place of systemic advocacy in clinical legal education 
programs?  (Amanda Dodge) 

Part Two:  How do we know what we think we know about clinical legal 
education?: Direct and indirect advocacy in clinical legal education (Gemma 
Smyth) 

4:15 – 4:45 pm  Conference Wrap-up, Room 150 

6:00-8:00 pm  ACCLE Board meeting and dinner 
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6e Conférence annuelle de l’ACCLE : « La place de l’éducation juridique clinique » 

Aperçu du programme de la conférence 

JOUR 1 : Vendredi 23 octobre 2015 

8 h 30 – 9 h   Inscription et déjeuner 

9 h – 9 h 25   Discours de bienvenue et d’ouverture de la conférence, salle 150 

9 h 20 – 10 h 40  DISCOURS LIMINAIRE : Le rôle des cliniques dans la réconciliation 
 Maria Campbell, auteure et dramaturge, salle 150  

15010 h 45 – 11 h  Pause rafraîchissements 

11 h – 12 h 30   Séances simultanées 

Séance A : Décoloniser l’éducation juridique clinique, salle 150 

Première partie : Au-delà de la compétence culturelle : La place de la 
décolonisation dans les cliniques (Sarah Buhler, Chantelle Johnson et Dan 
LeBlanc) 

Deuxième partie : Décoloniser l’éducation juridique (Patricia Barkaskas et 
Hayley Waring) 

Séance B : Sortir du moule pour de nouvelles possibilités d’éducation clinique, 
salle 74 

Première partie : Tirer parti des facultés de droit : Décloisonner pour 
améliorer l’accès à la justice (Doug Ferguson) 

Deuxième partie : Projet de défense des taxes : L’éducation juridique clinique 
dans le domaine fiscal (Jalana Lewis, Timothy Fitzsimmons et Ashvin Singh)  

12 h 30 – 13 h 45  Dîner, assemblée générale annuelle d’ACCLE et discussion sur les droits 
d’apparence des étudiants - salle 150 

13 h 45 – 15 h 15  Séances simultanées 

 

Séance A : Le travail des avocats et la protection des droits de la personne dans 
les cliniques, salle 150 
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Première partie : Le travail communautaire des avocats et l’enseignement 
dans les cliniques (Faisal Bhabha) et Définition de la communauté dans les 
cliniques spécialisées des droits de la personne (Mandip Grewal) 

Deuxième partie : L’importance du rôle de l’éducation juridique clinique : 
apprendre et pratiquer la loi anti-pauvreté et les droits transnationaux de la 
personne dans les cliniques juridiques communautaires (Cynthia Pay et 
Geraldine Sadoway) 

Séance B : L’empathie et la pratique anti-oppressive dans les cliniques, salle 74 

Première partie : L’expérience clinique des étudiants en droit – Apprendre à 
localiser (Susan Noakes) 

Deuxième partie : Personnaliser les problèmes juridiques (Trevor Oleniuk 

15 h 15 – 15 h 30  Pause rafraîchissements 

15 h 30 – 17 h   Séances simultanées 

Séance A : Collaborations transfrontalières – L’éducation juridique clinique 
dans différents contextes et cybercontextes, salle 150 

Première partie : L’Internet en tant que site d’éducation juridique clinique : la 
résolution des litiges en ligne comme outil d’apprentissage des étudiants 
(Dre Martha E. Simmons) 

Deuxième partie : Les défis de la mise en œuvre d’un nouveau programme 
d’éducation juridique clinique : Perspectives critique et interdisciplinaire 
(Ruby Dhand) 

Séance B : Les collaborations en matière de droit de la famille et la place de la 
violence à caractère sexiste dans les cliniques, salle 74 

Première partie : La place de la violence à caractère sexiste dans les cliniques 
(Susanne M. Litke) 

Deuxième partie : Tous en famille : Première année de l’expérience de la 
société étudiante de services d’aide juridique à Toronto (Richard Teicher et 
Dana Rotenberg) 

Séance C : Séance réservée aux étudiants  
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18 h – 22 h   Réception de la conférence – Hôtel Sheraton Cavalier, 612, Spadina Crescent Est 
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JOUR 2 : Samedi 24 octobre 2015 

8 h 30 – 9 h   Déjeuner 

9 h – 10 h 30   Séances simultanées 

Séance A : Renforcement de l’éducation juridique, salle 150 

Première partie : Comment être le meilleur professeur de droit au monde? 
(Warren Binford) 

Deuxième partie : Ami ou ennemi? Combler le « fossé » entre la profession et 
l’éducation afin de renforcer l’éducation juridique (Michelle Christopher et 
Sarah Lugtig) 

Séance B : Mettre en contact les cliniques et la communauté : Cours 
expérientiels innovants, salle 74 

Première partie : Création d’un cours collaboratif d’élaboration des 
politiques en matière d’accès à la justice (professeure Michaela Keet, Brea 
Lowenberger et Janelle Anderson) 

Deuxième partie : La justice sociale menée par la communauté dans le 
centre-ville de Saskatoon (Lorne Fagnan et Nordika Dussion) 

10 h 30 – 10 h 45  Pause rafraîchissements 

10 h 45 – 12 h  DISCUSSION PLÉNIÈRE : Élaborer une stratégie pour l’avenir de l’éducation 
juridique clinique  

Janet Mosher (professeure agrégée, Osgoode Hall Law School) et Kim Pate 
(Chaire Sallows sur les droits de la personne – Faculté de droit de l’Université de 
la Saskatchewan et directrice générale de la Canadian Association of Elizabeth 
Fry Societies) salle 150 

 12 h- 13 h   Dîner 

13 h – 14 h 30   Séances simultanées 

Séance A : Mise en lumière de la place du droit pénal dans l’éducation 
juridique clinique, salle 150 
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Première partie : Clinique de poursuites juridiques communautaires de la 
Brooklyn Law School : Une clinique de poursuites juridiques peut-elle 
enseigner l’engagement et l’établissement de liens avec les communautés 
locales? (Professeure Lisa C. Smith) 

Deuxième partie : Le terme de droit pénal intensif (Justice Anand et Glen 
Luther) 

Séance B : Impacts au-delà de la clinique? L’influence de l’éducation juridique 
clinique sur la profession et sur la formation de l’identité professionnelle, 
salle 74 

Première partie : L’autre facette de l’histoire : L’expérience des jeunes 
avocats en matière de transition de l’éducation juridique clinique vers le 
barreau privé (Kelsey O’Brien, Samantha MacKinnon et Amelia Lowe-Muller) 

Deuxième partie : L’éducation juridique clinique et la formation de l’identité 
professionnelle : Remarques provenant d’une étude empirique (Sarah 
Buhler) 

14 h 30 – 14 h 45  Pause rafraîchissements 

14 h 45 – 16 h 15  Dernière séance de la conférence 

Séance A/B : La place de la défense systémique et du travail communautaire 
des avocats en 2015, salle 150 

Première partie : Quelle est la place de la défense systémique dans les 
programmes de formation juridique clinique? (Amanda Dodge) 

Deuxième partie : Comment savoir ce que nous pensons savoir au sujet de la 
formation juridique clinique? Défense directe et indirecte dans la formation 
juridique clinique (Gemma Smyth) 

16 h 15 – 16 h 45  Conclusion de la conférence, salle 150 

18 h – 20 h  Réunion du conseil d’administration d’ACCLE et souper 
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ACCLE 6th Annual Conference: The Place of Clinical Legal Education 

Detailed Conference Program 

DAY ONE:  Friday, October 23, 2015 

8:30 – 9:00 am  Registration and Breakfast 

Breakfast will be served outside of Room 150 on the main floor of the College of Law Building.  

9:00 – 9:25 am  Welcome and Conference Opening, Room 150 

Founding ACCLE Board Member and our host, Professor Sarah Buhler, College of Law, University of 
Saskatchewan, will welcome participants to the conference. She will introduce our Elder to open the 
conference. 

On behalf of the College of Law, Interim Dean Beth Bilson will offer words of welcome from the 
Faculty.  Professor Buhler will then briefly introduce the conference theme and program. 

9:25 – 10:45 am  KEYNOTE ADDRESS by Maria Campbell, Author & Playwright 

 The Place of Clinics in Reconciliation 

Maria Campbell will share stories and teachings concerning traditional legal law and the impact of 
colonialism on Indigenous communities.  She will discuss the meaning of reconciliation in the context 
of ongoing injustices in our communities and talk about some of the ways that legal clinics can 
contribute to this work. 

Ms. Campbell will be introduced by Amanda Dodge, Supervising Lawyer at CLASSIC. 

10:45 – 11:00 am  Refreshment Break 

Please join us for snacks and beverages outside of Room 150. 

11:00 – 12:30 pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Session A:  Decolonizing Clinical Legal Education, Room 150 

Moderator: Gemma Smyth 

Beyond Cultural Competence: the Place of Decolonization in Clinics  
Presenters: Sarah Buhler, Chantelle Johnson & Dan LeBlanc 
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In this workshop we will critically engage with challenges and issues relating to “cultural 
competence” in legal clinics, and will explore whether the framework of “decolonization” can 
assist clinical educators and students think critically and deeply about their work with clients 
and within the justice system.  We will draw on our experience and work at CLASSIC, including 
a recent community-based research project that attempts to imagine what decolonizing legal 
practice might look like in our particular context. 
 
 
Decolonizing Legal Education  
Presenters: Patricia Barkaskas & Hayley Waring  
 
As a part of the panel on decolonizing and Indigenizing clinical legal education, Ms. Barkaskas 
contemplates the place of critical decolonial and traditional Indigenous legal theories in 
experiential learning pedagogy for clinical legal programs that work with Indigenous clients 
and students. Utilizing the Indigenous Community Legal Clinic program at the Peter A. Allard 
School of Law, University of British Columbia, as a case study, she examines how integration 
of critical decolonial approaches in both the academic and practical aspects of the clinical 
legal program intervenes in normative legal education and challenges the colonial hegemony 
underpinning the Canadian legal system. One of the Clinic's legal assistants, Hayley Waring, 
will accompany her to lend her perspectives on how the decolonial/Indigenizing pedagogical 
focus of the program impacts the approach to dealing with clients' needs and issues in the 
day-to-day operation of the Clinic. 
 
 

 

Session B: Outside the Box: Expanding Clinical Educational Opportunities, Room 74 

Moderator: Donna Franey 

Leveraging Law Schools: Breaking Down Silos to Enhance Access to Justice 
Presenter:  Doug Ferguson 
 
By having their student clinics work together, as well as with: 

 PBSC 

 other faculties 

 social agencies 

 and community institutions 
law schools can leverage these partnerships to expand their clinical programs and improve 
access to justice. 
 

Tax Advocacy Project: Clinical Legal Education in Tax? 
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Presenters: Jalana Lewis, Timothy Fitzsimmons & Ashvin Singh 
 
The Pro Bono Students Canada Tax Advocacy Project is a PBSC initiative in partnership with 
the Toronto Tax Department of Dentons. Students are selected to advocate on behalf of self-
represented litigants before the Tax Court of Canada. Students gain hands-on experience 
working on client files, have the opportunity to meet leading lawyers and judges in the area 
of tax law and most importantly, the chance to advocate on behalf of individuals who are 
unable to afford legal services. This presentation explores clinical legal education in non-
traditional settings such as a corporate firm. The Tax Advocacy Project reaches students who 
may not otherwise find social justice opportunities aligned with their interests, creating a 
unique opportunity to promote the pro bono ethic. 
 

12:30 – 1:45 pm  Lunch & ACCLE Annual General Meeting - Lunch sponsored by Carswell 

Lunch will be served outside of Room 150.    

All conference participants are invited to pick up their lunch and join us for ACCLE’s Annual General 
Meeting in Room 150.   During the AGM, Lisa Cirillo, President of ACCLE and Marian MacGregor, Vice-
President, will lead a brief discussion on the issue of student appearance rights, as described further in 
the abstract below. 

Increasingly, law students are offered up – in academic reports, in discussions, in law faculty 
promotional materials advertising our own clinical programs - as an underutilized resource in 
responding to the access to justice crisis in Canada.  The barrier to expansion of these 
programs is usually funding.  As the recent experience of the Ontario SLASS clinics illustrates, 
even when funding is secured; even when everyone agrees the services are desperately 
needed; and even where the clinics have decades of experience delivering legal services to 
the same clientele, these programs can grind to a halt overnight if the regulator is not 
onside.    
   
In this short presentation, the presenters will share the cautionary tale of the family law 
programs at the Ontario SLASS clinics over the last year.  They will review the continuum of 
student appearance rights across the country, reflect on some lessons learned and questions 
raised from this experience, and open a discussion about the role for ACCLE, as the national 
voice for clinical legal education in Canada, in supporting the expansion of student 
appearance rights.    
 

 

1:45 – 3:15 pm  Concurrent Sessions 
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Session A:  The Significance of Place and Community in cClinics, Room 150 

Moderator: Sarah Lugtig 

Community Lawyering and Teaching Clinics 
Presenter: Faisal Bhabha   
 
The notion of “community” has been central to the historical mission and normative 
justification for legal clinics, including teaching clinics. This produced a model of “community 
lawyering” that has been developed and propagated through clinic practice for over four 
decades. This presentation will ask: “Is community lawyering still relevant to clinical legal 
education, and if so how?” as well as, “What will make community lawyering relevant to 
experiential education in the future?” 

 
 
Defining Community in the Human Rights Clinic  
Presenter: Mandip Grewal 
 
Current discourse on the role of legal clinics indicates a near-consensus on the importance of 
“community lawyering”. However gaps in the current literature persist. The current literature 
fails to critically examine how legal clinics define the communities they serve. This failure 
undermines the public’s ability to hold legal clinics accountable and precludes legal clinics 
from being fully engaged with their targeted communities. This presentation will examine 
how legal professionals who provide human rights assistance in legal clinics define their 
community as well as whether there are individuals that are excluded from such notions of 
community. 
 

The Significance of Place for Clinical Legal Education: Learning and Doing Poverty Law and 
Transnational Human Rights Law in Community Legal Clinics  
Presenters: Cynthia Pay & Geraldine Sadoway 
 
For almost 45 years, Parkdale Community Legal Clinic has brought students from the law 
school into the specific community of Parkdale, to engage in community legal education in 
the area of poverty and social justice law “on site”. Parkdale is a low-income/high needs area 
of Toronto that has been settled historically by newcomers to Canada. Currently Parkdale is 
home to Canada’s largest Tibetan refugee population, and our largest Roma refugee 
community. Cynthia Pay will describe how the legal clinic has responded to rapidly changing 
demographics in the community, and how this has informed the experience of clinical legal 
education for students from Osgoode.  
 
Clinical education in the area of international human rights law has typically involved 
internships with international human rights bodies or NGOs, in different parts of the world. 
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However, community legal clinics have begun to use the tools of international human rights 
law as part of their social justice enterprise. This makes the clinics a logical and accessible site 
for clinical legal education in the area of international human rights law. Geri Sadoway will 
show how this is working in a new Osgoode pilot course, Transnational Human Rights in 
Partnership with Community Legal Clinics. Law students in this course are engaging in the 
international human rights work that community legal clinics are doing with and for their 
communities. Geri will discuss the value of situating international human rights education at 
home, in our law schools and our community legal clinics.  

 

 

 

Session B: Empathy and Anti-Oppressive Practice in the Clinic, Room 74 

Moderator: Lisa Cirillo 

The Law Student Clinical Experience - Learning to Locate 
Presenter: Susan Noakes 
 
The clinical legal education program offers the law student court experience but many of the 
challenges for the law student may be in working with clients – often times individuals who 
are marginalized.  Social work, a profession with which we may work in our inter-disciplinary 
clinical legal settings, can provide some direction.  The social work perspective of anti-
oppressive practice can assist educators to guide the law student’s clinical experience by 
teaching the law student to self-reflect and in the process understand one’s location.     
 

Personalizing Legal Problems 
Presenter: Trevor Oleniuk 
 
Clinical legal education is a breath of fresh air from the ordinary case-based teaching method 
in law schools. Contrary to the objective ways of learning the law - as in the case-based 
method - clinical legal education teaches law in the context of real human experience. The 
method of learning “law” in the clinical legal setting begins with human factors (e.g. 
socioeconomic, cultural), which helps to strip down abstract legal concepts and find unique 
solutions to legal problems. Additionally, clinical legal education plays a role in explaining the 
impact our legal systems have on human experiences. One result of this method is that a 
student who has completed a clinical legal education program has a greater sense of 
empathy, and is more able to view lawyering as problem solving. 

 

3:15 – 3:30 pm  Refreshment Break 
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Please join us for snacks outside of Room 150. 

3:30 – 5:00 pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Session A: Cross-border And Interdisciplinary Collaborations: Clinical Legal Education Across 
Disciplines and Cyberspace, Room 150 

Moderator: Michelle Christopher 

The Internet as a Site of Clinical Legal Education: Using Online Dispute Resolution as a Tool 
for Student Learning 
Presenter: Martha Simmons 
 
Increasingly, the field of dispute resolution is being impacted by technology, such that Online 
Dispute Resolution (ODR) is becoming more prevalent. Because of this, it is ever more 
important to expose clinical law students to ODR so that they can enter the profession with 
some relevant exposure to the practice. This presentation will describe and draw conclusions 
on a pilot project of an ODR exercise executed through collaboration between the Osgoode 
Mediation Clinic and two other universities in Leister, England and Victoria, BC.  
 
The Challenges of Implementing a New Clinical Legal Education Program:  Critical and 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives 
Presenter: Ruby Dhand 
 
Implementing a new clinical legal education program is an exciting yet challenging endeavor. 
In light of scarce resources and the ongoing debate regarding clinical legal education in 
Canada, there are numerous challenges involved in developing a community legal clinic for 
Kamloops and the Interior. This paper will draw from empirical research with community 
stakeholders to examine the following questions: For a newer law school, what are the 
benefits of pursuing a general poverty law focused clinic vs. specialty clinical models? Which 
model will best provide quality legal services to the community, increase access to justice and 
ensure that students become effective community advocates? To what extent can funding, 
resources and institutions play a role for the model pursued? Can interdisciplinary and critical 
perspectives be incorporated well within these models?  
 

 

Session B: Family Law Collaborations and the Place of Gender-Based Violence In Clinics, Room 74 

Moderator: Doug Ferguson 

The Place of Gender-Based Violence in the Clinical Setting  
Presenter: Susanne M. Litke 
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No matter where our clinics are placed in Canadian society - in communities of poverty or 
wealth, on university campuses, in aboriginal communities, among rural or urban populations 
- gender based violence persists.  
 
We need only scratch the surface of the personal relationship stories of our clients to find 
deeply troubling, emotionally laden, and frightening events of abuse, violence and control in 
their lives.  What is our place as advocates for women who are leaving abusive relationships?  
How do we equip students to ask the all-important questions and to respond effectively?  
What do students need in their tool boxes to handle these matters in the clinical setting and 
beyond?  What place does clinical legal education have in bringing awareness to the problem 
of gender based violence and in developing in students a passion for changing the landscape?   
 
This workshop will demonstrate that the clinical setting holds a powerful place in effecting 
change - in the personal lives of clients and in the future legal practice of our graduates.  A 
first voice perspective will be offered from clients who have moved from abusive 
relationships to safety on the other side of a host of legal and societal issues - custody and 
access battles, homelessness, criminal charges, child protection, peace bonds, mental health 
breakdown, financial debt, fear and loss.  The students’ experience in this process will be 
explored as well as the tools needed for change. 
 

 All in the Family: Year 1 of the Toronto SLASS Experience 
Presenters: Richard Teicher and Dana Rotenberg  
 
A critical review of obstacles and opportunities in the DLS/CLASP family law collaboration.  A 
specific discussion of the context, process and place of Family Law in clinical educational 
settings.  The session will touch on the evolution of the Family Law Divisions in Ontario SLASS 
clinics; in particular, the access to justice crisis in Ontario Family Courts, the modification of 
the Law Society of Upper Canada's bylaws to permit SLASS students to participate in family 
law files and the potential for expanding family law services in the future.  The working 
relationship between CLASP and DLS will be discussed as a means of demonstrating the 
opportunities that exist in inter-clinic collaboration, that benefit both the community and law 
students alike.   
 

 

Session C:  Student session, Room 64    

Moderator: Laura Stairs 

This informal session is an opportunity for student participants to critically engage with one 
another on "the Place of Clinical Legal Education" in their own lives and communities while 
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discussing their experiences participating in clinical law programs across the country. Through 
dialoguing on these issues, students will develop a shared statement on "the Place of Clinical 
Legal Education". During this session, students will also select their representatives to serve on 
the ACCLE Board of Directors for the 2015-16 year. 

   

6:00 - 10:00 pm  Conference Reception, Sheraton Cavalier Hotel (612 Spadina Crescent East) 

ACCLE invites all conference participants to join us at the conference hotel, the Sheridan Cavalier, for 
an evening of delicious food and interesting conversation. There is a cash bar for this event.  

NOTE: Pre-Registration is required for this event. 
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DAY TWO:  Saturday, October 24, 2015 
 

8:30 - 9:00 am  Breakfast 

Please join us outside of Room 150 for a continental breakfast and beverages before the formal 
conference program begins.   

9:00 - 10:30 am  Concurrent Sessions  

Session A: Strengthening Legal Education, Room 150 

Moderator: Marian MacGregor 

 How to be the World’s Best Law Professor 
Presenter: Warren Binford 
 
“How to Be the World’s Best Law Professor” summarizes some of the latest and most 
consistent findings in educational research about which teaching and learning methods 
increase retention and comprehension and which ones do not, and then compares them to 
the dominant methods used in legal education today. The results challenge legal educators 
who are committed to their students' success to reconsider their own teaching practices, 
their advice to students regarding effective study methods, as well as the current structure of 
legal education overall. The research helps clinical faculty members understand why clinical 
education works and ways that we might be able to improve our methodology. 

  

Friend or Foe? Bridging the “Gap” between the Profession and Academy to Strengthen Legal 
Education  

Presenters:  Michelle Christopher & Sarah Lugtig 
 
This workshop will explore the “place” of student legal clinics in the law school, with a focus 
on unpacking the oft-reported gap between the profession and the academy as it relates to 
clinics and legal education more broadly. Workshop leaders will update participants on what 
the literature tells us about this issue and then facilitate a discussion of strategies for bridging 
the gap.   
 

 

 

Session B: Connecting Clinic to Community: Innovative Experiential Courses, Room 74 
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Moderator: Laura Stairs 

Reclaiming History, Justice and Social Change in a Community Context  
Presenters:  Lorne Fagnan & Nordika Dussion) 
 
Nordika and Lorne will present about a course that they were invited to in the Winter Term. 
Reclaiming History: Justice and Social Change in a Community Context was a 12-week course 
held at CLASSIC in conjunction with the University of Saskatchewan. The course brought 
together a variety of community members, including influential leaders in the inner city, law 
students, professors, lawyers, and most importantly, inner city residents. The course 
introduced participants to a variety of current events, the history of Saskatoon through an 
Indigenous lens, and all participants were invited to discuss the meaning of community and 
justice. They are excited to share their experience with conference participants. 
 

Creating a Collaborative Policy-Making Course on Access to Justice  
Presenters: Professor Michaela Keet, Brea Lowenberger & Janelle Anderson 
 
The Dean’s Forum is an experiential course initiative at the University of Saskatchewan 
College of Law that seeks to engage students and justice community stakeholders in 
Saskatchewan in a dialogue about access to justice and the future of the legal system. Brea 
and Janelle were senior students involved in the first offering of the Dean’s Forum, taught by 
Michaela, and returned to co-teach the 2015 course. This session will explore how the course 
developed in collaboration with the Dean’s office, faculty, engaged students, and justice 
community leaders in response to a national call for a meaningful response to the problem of 
access to justice. It will further outline the unique methods employed during the course and 
policy development exercise, and highlight some of the feedback received from participants 
and students involved in the course. Michaela, Brea, and Janelle hope that their presentation 
will inspire others to explore how a similar process may be employed at other law schools to 
engage their legal communities in discussions about the future. 
 

10:30 – 10:45 am  Refreshment Break   

Please join us for snacks outside of Room 150. 

10:45 – 12:00 pm  PLENARY PANEL: Strategizing for the Future of Clinical Legal Education 

Panelists: 
Janet Mosher, Associate Professor, Osgoode Hall Law School  
Kim Pate, Sallows Chair in Human Rights - University of Saskatchewan College of Law & Executive 

Director - Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies 
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“Clinical legal education,” as a species of “experiential education,” has recently been embraced by 
legal regulators (and by some in the legal academy) as a possible answer to the “crisis” facing the legal 
profession (a crisis variously described and understood). While this turn to clinical legal education may 
reflect an affirmation of its pedagogical value, there may be several reasons for concern.  To illustrate 
the possible areas of concern, we’ll describe the learning goals we have for students in our respective 
clinical programs and the vision of lawyering that underpins these goals.  We’ll contrast these 
aspirations with the articulation of the competencies, tasks, and experiential education requirements 
by regulators here and in the US.  Finally, we’ll explore with those in attendance the question of where 
and how we, as clinical legal educators, can intervene to deepen understandings of clinical legal 
education and to shape future directions in legal education.   
 

12:00- 1:00 pm  Lunch 

Please join us for lunch outside of Room 150. 

1:00 – 2:30 pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Session A: Spotlight on the Place of Criminal Law in Clinical Legal Education, Room 150   

Moderator: Sarah Lugtig 

The Brooklyn Law School Community Prosecution Clinic   
Presenter:  Professor Lisa C. Smith 
 
The communities surrounding a law school in an urban area provide myriad clinical 
opportunities for law students.  The Brooklyn Law School Community Prosecution Clinic 
allows students to perform all of the functions of an Assistant District Attorney.  Students are 
not generally from their client’s communities, so teaching cultural competence, social justice, 
and empathy, are a daily struggle.  The ultimate goal is to teach the role of the prosecutor—
“to do justice,” but in an innovative way. Justice needs to be understood as applying to 
victims, defendants, and the community as a whole.  The Clinic focuses on this expanding 
vision of social justice through a new community based clinical program. 
 

The Intensive Criminal Law Term 
Presenters:  The Hon. Judge Sanjeev S. Anand & Glen Luther 
 
During the 2014-15 academic year the College of Law, University of Saskatchewan introduced 
a full-time (single term) course entitled the Intensive Criminal Law and Practicum which 
involved 5 third year law students and which was taught by Presenter Glen Luther (with 
lawyer Brian Pfefferle). The practicum was the brain child of The Dean Sanjeev Anand (now 
His Honour Judge Anand of the Saskatchewan Provincial Court) who is the second presenter. 
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The presenters will discuss why the program was created, the challenges of designing the 
program and lessons learned from the program’s first offering. The students in the program 
wrote a “major” paper and completed a problem-based criminal fact assignment. The 
students each handled 2-3 files through CLASSIC Inc., the College’s poverty law clinic, and 
worked for nine weeks at local criminal law firms, supervised by five enthusiastic practicing 
criminal lawyers. The seminar consisted of weekly two hour classes at which many prominent 
lawyers from across western Canada spoke to the students about various criminal practice 
based issues. 

 

 

Session B: Impacts beyond the clinic? The Influence of Clinical Legal Education On The Profession 
and on Professional Identity Formation, Room 74  

Moderator: 

Tales from the Other Side: Young Lawyers on the Transition from Clinical Legal Education to 
the Private Bar  
Presenters: Amelia Lowe-Muller, Samantha MacKinnon & Kelsey O’Brien  
 
Our panel of three young legal professionals will share their experience and insight gained 
from progressing through the CLASSIC Clinical Intensive Program here in Saskatoon before 
transitioning into private practice.  Topics to be discussed will include: the practical benefits 
to participating in an intensive clinical legal education program before entering the private 
bar; other less tangible benefits of such programs including networking opportunities and 
resource and support development; challenges and misconceptions held by those in the 
private bar regarding pro bono work and the value of clinical legal education; and the 
development of a strong pro bono ethic through clinical legal education.   

 

Clinical Legal Education and Professional Identity Formation: Reflections from an Empirical 
Study 
Presenter: Sarah Buhler   
 
Empirical studies on the impact of clinical legal education experiences on students are rare, 
although there are growing calls for more research on the “clinic effect”.  I will share 
highlights from a qualitative study where former clinical law students talked about the 
impacts of their time in a clinical legal education program.   

 

2:30 – 2:45 pm  Refreshment Break 

Please join us for snacks outside room 150. 
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2:45 – 4:15 pm  Final Session 

Session A/B: The Place of Systemic Advocacy and Community Lawyering circa 2015, Room 150   

Moderator: Lisa Cirillo 

What Is The Place Of Systemic Advocacy In Clinical Legal Education Programs? 
Presenter: Amanda Dodge 
 
In this workshop we will consider the benefit of examining how hegemonic societal structures 
are created, maintained and deconstructed, how student legal clinics can partner with the 
community in pursuit of systemic change, and what roles lawyers, educators and students can 
play.  Amanda will speak from her learning experiences with the Systemic Initiatives Program 
at CLASSIC and early days teaching the Systemic Justice seminar at the College of Law, 
University of Saskatchewan. 
 

How Do We Know What We Think We Know About Clinical Legal Education?: Direct And 
Indirect Advocacy In Clinical Legal Education  
Presenter: Gemma Smyth 
 
The “New Measurement Movement” (Sandefur & Cummings) has provided some evidence 
about the value of lawyers in administrative tribunals and other “low law” settings. However, 
we know even less about the role of systemic advocacy, particularly advocacy provided by 
clinics. This proposal sets out various approaches to measuring systemic work in community 
legal clinics with an emphasis on community re-engagement.  

 

4:15 – 4:45 pm  Conference Wrap-up, Room 150 

We invite all conference attendees to join us in Room 150 to conclude the 6th Annual Association for 
Canadian Clinical Legal Education conference.  
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Presenter Biographies: 

The Honourable Judge Sanjeev S. Anand serves as a judge in the Provincial Court of Saskatchewan, 
Prior to being appointed, Sanjeev was the Dean of the College of Law at the University of 
Saskatchewan. Prior to being appointed Dean of Law, he was a Professor in the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Alberta for ten years. He has taught and researched in five fields: substantive criminal 
law, criminal procedure, sentencing, evidence and constitutional law. Judge Anand’s work has been 
cited by courts across the nation, including the Supreme Court of Canada. He has done considerable 
consulting on law reform issues in the criminal law field for the federal government and he has been a 
frequent media commentator on criminal and constitutional law issues. Along with almost forty peer-
reviewed law journal articles that he has authored or co-authored, he is the co-author with Eric Colvin 
of Principles of Criminal Law, a book that critically explores the general principles underlying the law of 
criminal culpability in Canada, and he is the co-author with Nicholas Bala of Youth Criminal Justice 
Law, the leading youth justice treatise in Canada. Judge Anand began his legal career as a staff lawyer 
with Legal Aid in Alberta and he went on to do both trial and appellate work with the Alberta 
Department of Justice.  

 

Janelle Anderson was called to the Saskatchewan bar in June 2015 and is engaged in general practice 
at a mid-sized firm in Saskatoon. During her time in law school, Janelle was also involved in clinical 
course offerings through CLASSIC and served as a research assistant to Professor Sarah Buhler. 

 

Patricia Barkaskas earned a M.A. in History, with a focus on Indigenous histories in North America, 
and a J.D., with a specialization in social justice, from the University of British Columbia. She is the 
Academic Director and a supervising lawyer at the University of British Columbia Peter A. Allard School 
of Law Indigenous Community Legal Clinic. Patricia has worked closely with Indigenous peoples in their 
encounters with the justice system and has worked for Residential school survivors as an historical 
legal researcher for the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement. In addition, she has written 
Gladue reports for the Provincial and Supreme Courts of British Columbia, and the British Columbia 
Court of Appeal. Patricia was born in Alberta is Métis with ancestral connections to the Lac Ste. Anne 
Cree/Métis and Red River Métis communities. 

 

Faisal Bhabha, Assistant Professor at Osgoode Hall Law School, has researched and published in the 
areas of constitutional law, human rights, multiculturalism, national security and access to justice. 
Previously, he sat as Vice-chair of the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario. He holds an LLM from 
Harvard Law School, and has lived and researched in South Africa and the Middle East. His research 
interests include diversity in legal education; ethics and legal professionalism; constitutional law and 
human rights; and legal pluralism. He teaches in the areas of law and social change, constitutional law, 
and professional ethics and responsibility. He also directs the mooting program and is active in many 
of the Law School’s clinical and experiential education programs. Prior to entering academia, Professor 
Bhabha carried on a varied public and private law practice, appearing before administrative boards 
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and tribunals and at all levels of court, including the Supreme Court of Canada. He also advised or 
represented numerous public interest organizations and NGOs in matters related to constitutional law 
and human rights. He has served as a member of the Equity Advisory Group of the Law Society of 
Upper Canada and has been involved in a number of local and international justice initiatives. 

 

Warren Binford is Associate Professor of Law and the Director of the Clinical Law Program at 
Willamette University College of Law. She holds a Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude with distinction, 
and a Master’s in Education from Boston University and a Juris Doctorate from Harvard Law School. 
She was a 2012 Fulbright Scholar and is currently the Inaugural Fulbright Canada-Norlien Foundation 
Distinguished Visiting Chair in Brain Science, and Child and Family Health and Wellness at the 
University of Calgary.”  

 

Sarah Buhler is an Assistant Professor at the University of Saskatchewan College of Law, and 
coordinates the academic portion of the College’s Intensive Clinical Law program at Community Legal 
Assistance Services for Saskatoon Inner City (CLASSIC).  Sarah has been actively involved with ACCLE as 
a board member since ACCLE’s inception in 2010. 

 

Michelle Christopher is a Calgary lawyer and mediator who holds a joint appointment as a faculty 
member teaching clinical programs at the University of Calgary’s Faculty of Law and as Executive 
Director of Student Legal Assistance, the pro bono legal clinic located at the University of Calgary.  
Michelle holds degrees from University of Calgary, Dalhousie University and Osgoode Hall Law School 
at York University, and along with extensive training in Harvard Law School’s Program on Negotiation, 
has a background and teaching/research interests in the areas of family and criminal law, and dispute 
resolution.  

 

Lisa Cirillo is the Executive Director of Downtown Legal Services and the current President of ACCLE 
(Association for Canadian Clinical Legal Education).   Lisa studied law at Queen’s University and, more 
recently, received her LL.M. from Osgoode Hall Law School.  Since her call the Bar in 1998, Lisa has 
practiced human rights, education, housing and family law in a wide variety of social justice 
organizations including DLS, ARCH Disability Law Centre and the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission.  In addition to her legal work, Lisa has extensive experience in public legal education and 
community outreach.  Lisa joined the Board of ACCLE 2011 and also serves as a member of the 
Steering Committee for NAWL (National Association of Women and the Law). 

 

Ruby Dhand is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Law at Thompson Rivers University. She has an 
undergraduate degree from the University of Western Ontario, an M.A.from Carleton University, an 
LL.B. from the University of Ottawa, an LL.M. from University of Toronto, and a Ph.D. from Osgoode 
Hall Law School. Ruby has been awarded the CIHR Fellowship and the SSHRC Doctoral Fellowship. 
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Ruby has worked as a human rights lawyer, specializing in disability law in Ontario. In particular, she 
has advocated on behalf of people with mental health disabilities in the criminal justice system and on 
behalf of sexual assault victims and survivors of domestic abuse. She has been part of test-case 
litigation teams on major cases at the Supreme Court and Federal Court. Ruby has numerous 
publications including the Halsbury Laws of Canada for Mental Health Law (co-author) and articles in 
law journals such as the Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice. At Thompson Rivers University, Ruby 
teaches Community Lawyering, Health Law and Human Rights Law.  She currently oversees the TRU 
Legal Information Service and the Clinical Program.    

 

Amanda Dodge has a B.A. (Hons.), an LL.B. from the University of Saskatchewan and an LL.M. from 
Harvard Law School.  Amanda works with the Community Legal Assistance Services for Saskatoon 
Inner City (CLASSIC) as a supervising lawyer providing student mentorship, practicing in poverty law 
and leading CLASSIC’s Systemic Initiatives Program.  Amanda was the inaugural recipient of the CBA’s 
Legal Aid Leader award in 2012.  Amanda has served on the CBA’s national Access to Justice 
Committee and Poverty Law Test Case sub-Committee.   

 

Nordika Dussion is a third year Swampy Cree law student at the University of Saskatchewan, originally 
from Cumberland House Cree Nation, SK. Along with Lorne, she is a Student Manager at CLASSIC 
(Community Legal Assistance Services for Saskatoon Inner City Inc.) She is looking forward to 
presenting at the ACCLE conference and sharing her experiences creating a collaborative policy-
making course on access to justice 

 

Lorne Fagnan is a third year Metis/Saulteaux law student at the University of Saskatchewan, originally 
from Mafeking, MB, a booming community of 125 people. He is currently a Student Manager at 
CLASSIC (Community Legal Assistance Services for Saskatoon Inner City Inc.). He welcomes the 
opportunity to once again speak at the ACCLE Conference here in Treaty 6 territory, which has become 
his new home.  

 

Timothy Fitzsimmons is a partner in the firm Denton’s Toronto office. His practice focuses on 
domestic and international corporate tax planning and litigation.  Timothy works with clients across a 
variety of industries including natural resources, transportation, health care, financial services, 
communications, hi-tech, and manufacturing. He has represented clients before the Ontario Superior 
Court of Justice, the Tax Court, the Federal Court, and the Federal Court of Appeal. Timothy writes and 
speaks frequently on tax issues, and his work has been published in canadiantaxlitigation.com, the 
Canadian Tax Journal, Tax Topics, Tax Litigation Journal, CCH International Tax, Tax Notes 
International, and CA Magazine. 
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Doug Ferguson was raised on a farm near Watford, Ontario.  He holds a Bachelor of Commerce 
(Honours) degree from the University of Ottawa and a law degree from Western University.  He spent 
20 years in private practice as a partner with the London firm of Bitz, Szemenyei, Ferguson & 
MacKenzie (now Szemenyei MacKenzie).  His practice consisted of civil litigation, wills and estates, and 
tax law, including acting as a federal Crown for the Canada Revenue Agency.  In 2003, Doug returned 
to Western’s Faculty of Law as Adjunct Professor and Director of Community Legal Services, where law 
students provide legal services to low income persons who have nowhere else to turn for help. 
 
Doug is a member of the councils of both the Canadian Bar Association and the Ontario Bar 
Association. In August 2013 he was appointed to two Canadian Bar Association committees on Access 
to Justice and on Legal Education. He is a member of Ontario’s Justices of the Peace Appointments 
Advisory Committee and a former presiding member of the Consent and Capacity Board.  In 2010, 
Doug organized the first national conference for Canadian student legal clinics, and spearheaded the 
founding of the Association for Canadian Clinical Legal Education, where he served as the inaugural 
president. He has written articles and spoken at a number of conferences on the need for reform of 
legal education in Canada. He has also spoken on the role of law schools in access to justice. 
 
In the London community Doug has served in a number of leadership roles. As President of Covent 
Garden Market, he led this public market through the construction of a new $17 million building.  
Doug served as President of the Liberal Party of Canada in 2008-09 and was a candidate in the 2011 
federal election.   He received Western Law’s Alumnus of Distinction Award in 2009 and the Access to 
Justice Award in 2011 from the Middlesex Law Association. In 2012 he received the Queen Elizabeth II 
Diamond Jubilee Medal. In his spare time he plays hockey and golf, and has a keen interest in 
genealogy. 
 

Mandip Grewal is a second year student at Osgoode Hall Law School. She is a graduate from the 
University of Waterloo (BA) where she specialized in Political Science and Legal Studies. Mandip is 
currently enrolled in the Anti-Discrimination Intensive program, where she is providing legal assistance 
at the Human Rights Legal Support Centre. She is also currently conducting research on the 
discriminatory provisions of the Children’s Law Reform Act and the Vital Statistics Act to assist with a 
Charter challenge being brought on behalf of LGBTQ families in Ontario. Prior to law school, she 
documented human rights violations and incidents of abuse committed against individuals in Kenya 
affected by the 2007 election violence and youth from slum communities. Her experience growing up 
in a low-income community has spurred her interest in improving the accessibility of legal assistance 
provided through legal clinics to human rights applicants from marginalized communities. 

 

Chantelle Johnson started as the Executive Director at CLASSIC in August 2012.  She grew up 
northwest of Prince Albert and is a University of Saskatchewan graduate with a B.A. in Sociology and 
an LL.B.   Chantelle’s work experience is varied yet maintains a strong theme of social justice.  She 
articled and initially practiced with a Saskatoon law firm.  Subsequent to that she completed an 
internship through the Native Law Centre of the University of Saskatchewan where she worked with 
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the Australian Attorney-General’s office, Indigenous Law & Justice Branch in Canberra, Australia.  She 
has worked for the Ministry of Children’s Services in Alberta where she worked with the Child Sexual 
Exploitation Unit, and later with Provincial Public Prosecutions in British Columbia.  She worked for 
five years at the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission as a policy analyst and researcher.  
Chantelle was on contract with First Nations Trust prior to starting at CLASSIC. 

 

Michaela Keet has been involved in curriculum development in the dispute resolution area at every 
level in the college’s program, including the design of an intensive dispute resolution program for first-
year students and advanced courses in Negotiation, Mediation, and clinical placements. In 2011, Prof. 
Keet was awarded the Provost’s College Award for Outstanding Teaching in Law.   Her teaching, 
research and publications have focused on dispute resolution, particularly on mediation, negotiation 
and the integration of dispute resolution programs into the court system – in both civil and criminal 
settings. The focus of her research is on the evaluation of dispute resolution practices and programs, 
and she has conducted or partnered in several empirical studies. She is the author of numerous 
journal articles on topics including collaborative law, lawyers’ roles inside mediation, and the 
integration of mediation into court systems. 

 

Dan LeBlanc is a former volunteer at CLASSIC Legal Services and a current articling student at Legal Aid 
Saskatchewan. He's primarily interested in law as a social force, and legal clinics as sites of organized 
political resistance. He lives in Saskatoon with his dog, Jinny, who's always happy to see him. 

 

Jalana Lewis joined Pro Bono Students Canada (PBSC) in April 2015. Prior to joining the PBSC office, 
she worked as a Human Rights Advisor at the Human Rights Legal Support Centre (the Centre) in 
Toronto. Jalana also articled at the Centre and in both roles she provided legal advice and 
representation to individuals filing applications with the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario. During her 
articles Jalana served as the VP External of the Black Law Students’ Association of Canada, assisting 
with the organization and execution of the association’s annual conference which brings together law 
students, lawyers, legal academics and judges from across the country.  
 
In 2013 Jalana received her J.D. from the Schulich School of Law at Dalhousie University. As a law 
student, Jalana completed a placement with Legal Aid Nova Scotia Youth and Duty Counsel office with 
a focus on services provided to youth in care. In her first year at Dalhousie she volunteered with PBSC 
and worked on a project with the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society and the Nova Scotia Rainbow Action 
Project. This experience provided Jalana with the confidence to later take on exciting legal projects 
during law school such as a communications internship with the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network. 
Prior to law school Jalana graduated with a B.A. in psychology and sociology from Concordia 
University. Currently she sits on the Board of the Canadian Association of Black Lawyers as co-chair of 
the Young Lawyers Division. 
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Susanne M. Litke has been a lawyer at DLAS for the past 16 years.  Her areas of practice are family 
law, child protection, youth criminal, human rights and poverty law.  Susanne works within many 
women’s groups and is passionate about ending violence against women.  She has been a driving force 
behind the annual “Not So Silent” Vigil to mark the date of the Montreal Massacre and to call people 
to action against gender based violence.  She is a feminist practitioner and has represented and 
supported many women leaving violent relationships.  She was honoured to be recognized by the 
Nova Scotia Association of Women and the Law in receiving the Frances Fish Women Lawyers’ 
Achievement Award in 2009.  Susanne also works within the LGBTQ community representing people 
who face discrimination and pursuing their rights.  She has a particular interest in law reform and is a 
present board member of the NS Rainbow Action Project.  Susanne has volunteered for several local 
organizations, as committee member, board member and founding member.  She presently 
volunteers at the Out of the Cold Shelter in Halifax and sings in community choirs. 
 
Susanne is a graduate of Dalhousie School of Social Work and worked as a social worker for 15 years 
prior to returning to University.  She completed her Masters of Social Work and Bachelor of Laws at 
McGill University in a joint degree program.  She brings social work and law together in her approach 
to social justice, legal practice and to the educational program of the clinic. 
 

Amelia Lowe-Muller attended the University of Saskatchewan receiving her Juris Doctor in 2015 and a 
BA (Distinction) in Sociology in 2007. Prior to Law School, Amelia worked at the University of 
Saskatchewan in a variety of capacities and always placed a strong emphasis on volunteering in her 
community, serving as both an elected University Senator and as an Executive member of the Varsity 
View Community Association. She volunteered with “Dare to Dream” as a third year student, an 
innovative justice education and outreach program for First Nation, Metis and Inuit youth age 11-14. 
As an articling student at McKercher LLP, Amelia enjoys working in all areas of law and intends to 
make pro bono work an integral part of her legal practice. Amelia is an avid supporter of clinical legal 
education and found her experience at CLASSIC invaluable. She looks forward to fostering further 
connections between private practice and social justice initiatives in the future. 

 

Brea Lowenberger is the Access to Justice Coordinator at the University of Saskatchewan College of 
Law. She was called to the Saskatchewan Bar in 2015, and gained a wealth of experience articling at a 
full-service firm in Saskatoon. While completing her Juris Doctor, Brea was a student in the inaugural 
class of the Intensive Clinical Law Program at CLASSIC, and wrote numerous papers on the topics of 
clinics and experiential learning in legal education, and access to justice. Brea served as the student 
member of the ACCLE Board from 2012-2013. 

 

Glen Luther has published extensively in the criminal procedure area. His academic interests include 
police powers, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, criminal law and sentencing, trial procedure, 
evidence and Law and Psychiatry. Professor Luther joined the faculty of the College of Law, University 
of Saskatchewan in 2003 having previously held teaching positions at Osgoode Hall Law School, York 
University, Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand and the University of Calgary. He has 
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extensive practice experience as a criminal lawyer having practiced in Lloydminster (his hometown) 
from 1981-1984 and Calgary, Alberta from 1989 – 2003 and since that time on an occasional basis in 
Saskatchewan.  He has argued cases throughout Alberta and Saskatchewan at all levels of courts 
including the Supreme Court of Canada. Currently his practice is limited to consulting with other 
counsel and assisting them in the presentation of cases before the courts. He is a member of the Law 
Societies of both Saskatchewan and Alberta (non-practicing) and has been very active in numerous 
professional associations, most recently with the Saskatchewan Trial Lawyers Association (STLA).  
 
Glen regularly presents at judicial conferences through the National Judicial Institute (NJI) and the 
Canadian Association of Provincial Court Judges (CAPCJ). He was for many years a team leader in the 
Intensive Trial Advocacy Programme for practicing lawyers at the University of Calgary. He has 
published extensively in the criminal procedure area. His book, Detention and Arrest, co-authored 
with Professor Steve Coughlan of Dalhousie University, was published in 2010 by Irwin Law. He is an 
Associate Member of the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Saskatchewan and a member 
of the Criminal Code Saskatchewan Review Board. He is a close collaborator with Dr. Mansfield Mela, 
forensic psychiatrist and they co-teach the Law and Psychiatry Seminars together to both law students 
and psychiatric residents. He is on the executive committee of the Centre for Forensic Behavioural 
Sciences and Justice Studies at the. Professor Luther has received several awards for teaching 
excellence and in 2009 was appointed Queen’s Counsel for the Province of Saskatchewan. He is a 
Board member of Saskatoon’s CLASSIC legal assistance clinic and a descendant of the Ojibway Nation 
near Sarnia Ontario.  
 

Marian MacGregor, B.A. (Hons), L.L.B., M.A. (Critical Disability Studies) has been the Clinic Director of 
Community and Legal Aid Services Program (CLASP) since 2008. Since her Call to the Bar in 1997 she 
has worked exclusively in community legal clinics throughout Toronto. In 2011 she was awarded the 
Law Foundations Community Leadership in Justice Fellowship to develop a clinical program in 
disability law. Marian is also the Co-Director of the Disability Law Intensive, which began in September 
2013. Marian received her M.A. in Critical Disability Studies in the Fall of 2013. Marian is also a current 
PhD student in the Critical Disability Studies where she will continue her research on disability in 
experiential education. 

 

Samantha MacKinnon graduated from the University of Saskatchewan, having received her Juris 
Doctor (with Distinction) in 2014 and a BA Honours (with High Honours) in Psychology in 2011. While 
attending law school, Samantha enjoyed participating in CLASSIC’s intensive clinical program.  As an 
associate at McKercher LLP, Samantha enjoys practicing primarily in the family law area.   
 
Samantha was raised in Saskatoon. She spent six years working with local radio stations and 
promotions companies and, through that employment, she had the opportunity to participate and be 
involved in numerous charitable fundraisers and community events in and around Saskatoon. 
Samantha has volunteered with SWITCH, Pro Bono Students Canada, and the Canadian Heart and 
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Stroke Foundation. She hopes to continue providing pro bono services while developing her career as 
a family lawyer.   
 

Susan Noakes, BA (Hons), BSW, MSW (UVIC), RSW has been a social worker on staff at The Law Centre 
(University of Victoria, Faculty of Law clinical legal education program) since 2008.  She provides social 
work services and supervises social work practicum placements as well as educates law students to 
work in an inter-disciplinary setting.  She is also a sessional lecturer in the School of Social Work at 
UVIC.  Her professional experience includes working in child protection, children’s guardianship 
services as well as advocacy for an anti-poverty society.  She has been a registered social worker with 
the BC College of Social Workers (BCCSW) since 2004 and has served two elected terms as board 
member for the college.   

 

Kelsey O’Brien convocated from the University of Saskatchewan, College of Law, in 2013 and began 
work with McKercher LLP.  Kelsey maintained strong involvement with a number of different 
organizations throughout law school, and especially enjoyed her time at the CLASSIC Intensive Clinical 
program in her final semester.  Kelsey appreciates the opportunity to continue providing pro bono 
services as a lawyer while also developing a broad litigation practice in Health Law, Insurance Law, 
Criminal Law, and First Nations Law. 

 

Trevor Oleniuk was born and raised on the east side of Saskatoon, SK. After a short stint studying 
business at the University of Saskatchewan, he entered law school (also at the U of S), thinking that he 
would become a corporate lawyer. In his final year of law school, he participated in the clinical legal 
education class known as CLASSIC. After participating in that class he realized that: he was not 
interested in corporate law, his worldview shifted, and social justice is important. After graduating law 
school, Trevor worked at a large Saskatchewan firm and at the University of Saskatchewan, before 
returning to CLASSIC to work as a supervising lawyer. His personal life has now taken him to Winnipeg, 
MB, where he works as a sole practitioner, focusing primarily on criminal and administrative law. In his 
free time, he enjoys reading, writing, and riding bikes. He live in Winnipeg, MB with his partner, 
Kathleen McLean. 

 

Cynthia Pay has worked at Parkdale Community Legal Services, a community legal aid clinic and 
clinical intensive program of Osgoode Hall Law School as a Staff Lawyer/Clinical Instructor since 1997.  
She specializes in the areas of social assistance, disability benefits and violence against women.  
Cynthia previously worked as a Staff Lawyer at Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic, which provides 
free legal and other services to women survivors of violence.  She has served as President of the 
Chinese Canadian National Council (CCNC), a national anti-racism group advocating for equality for 
Chinese Canadians and Chair of the Strategic Issues Committee of the Federation of Asian Canadian 
Lawyers (FACL), and is currently a member of the Board of the Toronto Central Local Health 
Integration Network (TC LHIN) and the York University Tribunal 
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Dana Rotenberg (B.A. (Hons.), J.D.) is the Review Counsel for the Family Law Division at the 
Community and Legal Aid Services Programme (CLASP) at Osgoode Hall Law School.  Dana has worked 
to develop the Family Law Division (CLASP's newest division), which launched in the winter/spring of 
2015.  Dana comes to CLASP from a private practice setting, where she worked exclusively in family 
law. 

 

Geraldine Sadoway has practiced and taught immigration and refugee law since 1983. After 
completing the LLM in international human rights law at Cambridge University, she has also 
undertaken international human rights work and teaching on behalf of Parkdale Community Legal 
Services (PCLS) and the Canadian Council for Refugees, appearing before the UN Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights when Canada was examined by the Committee in May of 2006. 
She has been a staff lawyer and clinical law instructor at Parkdale Community Legal Services from 1997 
until 2015, and is now working at the Refugee Law Office of Legal Aid Ontario and teaching 
international human rights law at Osgoode and Queen’s. She is engaged in a writing project on the 
rights of immigrant and refugee children, and persons with disabilities. Professor Sadoway has 
developed a new “praxicum” course to involve students of international human rights law in 
experiential learning: “Transnational Human Rights in Partnership with Community Legal Clinics”. This 
course is currently being taught at Osgoode and Professor Sadoway will be describing some aspects of 
the course in her ACCLE presentation in Saskatoon.  

 

Dr. Martha E. Simmons, BA(Hons), JD, LLM(ADR), PhD, is a Visiting Professor at Osgoode Hall Law 
School. She is also the Director of the Mediation Intensive Program and Clinic and sits on the Executive 
Committee of the Winkler Institute for Dispute Resolution. Her research focus is in dispute resolution 
and legal education. She is a certified Collaborative Lawyer and mediator. In addition to the mediation 
program, Professor Simmons teaches negotiation and mediation in the JD program at Osgoode and is 
also a faculty member of the part time LLM program in ADR at Osgoode Professional Development. 
She is a member of the Law Society of Upper Canada and serves on the Board of Governors at 
Havergal College, an all girls’ school in Toronto. Professor Simmons is a teaching award recipient from 
Osgoode Hall. 

 

Ashvin Singh practices in the area of tax controversy and litigation, including audits, objections and 
appeals to the Tax Court of Canada. He also advises on tax and estate planning matters and assists 
with the litigation of contentious estate and trust issues. Ashvin attended law school at the University 
of Toronto, where he won the Warren Lefton Prize in Estate Planning for the highest place in tax and 
estate planning. He maintained a passion for advocacy throughout his university studies, serving as Co-
Chief Justice of the 2013 Grand Moot (presided over by Justice Michael Moldaver of the Supreme 
Court of Canada) and competing at the Gale and Jessup competitive moots. He attended two World 
Debating Championships, organized the 2010 National and 2012 British Parliamentary North American 
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Debating Championships and is the former President of the Canadian University Society for 
Intercollegiate Debate. 

 

Lisa C. Smith is the Director of Criminal and Judicial Externships and has taught the Prosecutors Clinic, 
the Family Law Violence Project and Innovations in Criminal Justice at Brooklyn Law School.   Professor 
Smith just completed her term as Co-Chair of the AALS Clinical Section Externship Committee and was 
recently appointed to the ABA Commission on Domestic and Sexual Violence. She is also an appointee 
to the New York State Violence against Women DCJS Task Force. Professor Smith was formerly the 
Executive Assistant District Attorney for Special Victims (Sex Crimes, Child Abuse, Domestic Violence) 
in the Office of the Kings County District Attorney. She has served as the Co-Chairperson of both the 
ABA Committee on Reentry & Collateral Consequences and the Academic Committee of the Criminal 
Justice Section and as a member of the New York City Bar Association Committee on Domestic 
Violence. Professor Smith was instrumental in the creation of the Family Justice Center in Brooklyn, NY 
and has worked on numerous innovative projects in the field of child abuse and domestic violence. 
Professor Smith has lectured extensively and appeared as a television commentator in the areas of 
domestic violence, child abuse, and sexual assault. 

 

Gemma Smyth is Associate Professor and Academic Clinic Director at the University of Windsor 
Faculty of Law. Gemma researches and writes in the areas of clinic law, dispute resolution and legal 
education. Most recently, she co-authored a book with Professors Sarah Buhler and Sarah Marsden on 
clinical legal education in Canada (due out January 2016). Professor Smyth won teaching awards in 
2005, 2009 and 2015. She is also active in the Windsor-Essex community, working with groups fighting 
for elimination of poverty and for increased rights for older adults and women experiencing family 
violence. She is also active with the Association for Canadian Clinical Legal Education. Prior to joining 
the Faculty of Law as a professor, Professor Smyth was Executive Director of University of Windsor 
Mediation Services and a mediator with an Ontario government ministry.  

 

Richard Teicher, B.A. (Hons.) (York University), M.S.W. (University of Toronto), LL.B. (University of 
Windsor), LL.M. (University of Ottawa), supervises the Family Law Division of Downtown Legal 
Services.  Richard has practiced exclusively family law since being called to the Bar of Ontario in 
2000.  Richard has litigated matters in the Ontario and Superior Courts of Justice.  He is an accredited 
family law mediator (Acc.F.M.) and a qualified collaborative family law lawyer.  Richard has been panel 
counsel for the Ontario Children’s Lawyer – Personal Rights Section and the Family Responsibility 
Office.  Richard has been sessional faculty with the Humber College Business School and Riverdale 
Mediation.  During his career, Richard has practiced with a large Bay Street firm, a boutique family law 
firm and has run his own private practice. 

 

Hayley Waring holds a Bachelor of Education from the Univeristy of British Columbia and worked for 
four years as a teacher, moving around the province.  Desiring a change in career, she took the legal 
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assistant course at Capilano University.  Following that, Hayley worked briefly at Lawson Lundell and is 
now proud to work part-time as one of the legal assistants at the UBC Peter A. Allard School of Law 
Indigenous Community Legal Clinic. 
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